July Tradition and Concept of the Month
and checklists *
Tradition Seven
Every AA group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.
1. Honestly now, do I do all I can to help AA (my group, my central office, my GSO)
remain self-supporting? Could I put a little more into the basket on behalf of the new guy
who can't afford it yet? How generous was I when tanked in a barroom?
2. Should the Grapevine sell advertising space to book publishers and drug companies, so it
could make a big profit and become a bigger magazine, in full color, at a cheaper price
per copy?
3. If GSO runs short of funds some year, wouldn't it be okay to let the government subsidize
AA groups in hospitals and prisons?
4. Is it more important to get a big AA collection from a few people, or a smaller collection
in which more members participate?
5. Is a group treasurer's report unimportant AA business? How does the treasurer feel about
it?
6. How important in my recovery is the feeling of self-respect, rather than the feeling of
being always under obligation for charity received?

Concept Seven:
The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal instruments, empowering the
trustees to manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference Charter is not a legal
document; it relies upon tradition and the A. A. purse for final effectiveness.
Do we act responsibly regarding the “power of the purse?”
2. Do we realize that the practical and spiritual power of the Conference will nearly always
be superior to the legal power of the G.S.B.?
1.

* The traditions checklists were published in The Grapevine in conjunction with a series on the Twelve Traditions
that began in November 1969 and ran through September 1971. The Concepts checklists were originally
developed by an A.A. group and further developed by the trustees’ Literature Committee to be distributed by the
General Service Office. The version used is the revision dated July, 2002. This handout brought to you by the
District 15 Love and Service Committee.

